
Mayor Mamdani vetoes bill to restrict protests near schools and universities
Friday, 24 April 2026 22:26 - 

Mayor Zohran Mamdani announced Friday he would veto a controversial “buffer zone” bill to
restrict protests around educational institutions, calling it an excessive restriction of the First
Amendment.

  

The veto is the first of Mamdani’s administration.

The mayor said he would not veto a similar recent bill restricting protests near houses of
worship. City Council Speaker Julie Menin had framed both bills as common-sense safety
measures to protect people from harassment.

  

But Mamdani said the implications of limits on protests at campuses and schools were too
broad.

“As the bill is written, everywhere from universities to museums to teaching hospitals could face
restrictions,” he said in a statement. “This could impact workers protesting [U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement], or college students demanding their school divest from fossil fuels
or demonstrating in support of Palestinian rights.”

  

More...
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