
The Ulm 5 Trial Dramatizes Germany’s Complicity with Israel’s Genocide in Gaza
Saturday, 19 September 2026 23:56 - 

Nearly fifty years after the infamous Red Army Faction trials, Germany’s maximum-security
Stammheim Prison is once again the setting of a high-profile case that calls into question the
conduct of the German state. This time, however, the defendants are five international
pro-Palestinian activists charged with vandalizing a factory in the German city of Ulm owned by
Israeli weapons manufacturer Elbit Systems.

  

On September 8, 2025, the five Berlin-based activists, now known as the Ulm 5, broke into
Elbit’s facility and carried out acts of vandalism that they recorded using body cameras and
posted online. They destroyed equipment and spray painted “free Palestine” and “baby killers”
on the walls. In their videos, the activists—citizens of Britain, Ireland, Spain, and Germany—say
they carried out their direct action “to dismantle the tools used to commit genocide in Gaza” and
to call attention to Germany’s complicity with it.

  

No one was injured in the action, which allegedly caused €1.04 million in damages, and the
protesters remained at the scene to be arrested. Even so, German prosecutors have clearly
decided to treat the Ulm 5 with unusual severity, charging them with membership in a criminal
organization, Palestine Action Germany, in addition to trespassing and criminal damage. An
additional charge concerns the use of “symbols of an unconstitutional or terrorist
organisation”—referring to Hamas—based on the defendants’ use of slogans including “From
the river to the sea, Palestine will be free.”

  

The courtroom itself has been staged for maximum drama, as if the proceedings concerned
dangerous criminals rather than nonviolent protesters. The five defendants sit behind a double
layer of bulletproof glass that separates them from both their legal team and the public gallery.
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https://www.dropsitenews.com/p/ulm5-elbit-israel-gaza-germany

