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For the 12th consecutive day, three Palestinian families, comprising 10 people, including two
young children, have been trapped inside their homes in the occupied West Bank, besieged and
terrorized by dozens of armed Israelis—both settlers and soldiers. The family members have
been stuck in separate homes, unable to shelter together or attend to their basic needs, with
food supplies running dangerously low and without access to cooking gas or a fridge.

While the siege on the three families has garnered international media attention and statements
of condemnation, the attack is not the first of its kind, but rather a more prominent example of a
growing tactic by Israeli settlers and soldiers working in tandem to dispossess Palestinians from
their homes in the West Bank. The attacks are increasingly focused on Palestinian communities
in Area B, a designation under the Oslo Accords where the Palestinian Authority is nominally in
charge of civil administration while Israel retains security control.

The latest Israeli siege targeted a small cluster of Palestinian homes that sit atop a hill on the
edge of the village of Qusra, in the southern part of the Nablus governorate in the northern West
Bank.

On the morning of August 9, armed settlers blocked off the only road leading to the homes and
erected a colonial outpost directly in front of the door of one of the houses. They began pelting
the homes with rocks and trying to break inside on a regular basis.
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