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During the U.S.-Iran talks in Lake Lucerne, Switzerland in late June, Iranian negotiators sent a
private message to Vice President JD Vance through an intermediary. The Iranians warned
Vance that the continued presence of President Donald Trump’s Special Envoy Steve Witkoff
and son-in-law Jared Kushner would undermine the chance of turning the June 17 framework
into an enduring deal, a senior Iranian official told Drop Site.

  

The Iranian official spoke to Drop Site on the condition of anonymity because he is not
authorized to speak publicly. In the message, according to the official, Iran conveyed to Vance
that the pair were more interested in exploiting insider knowledge of the negotiations to profit in
financial markets than they were in reaching a deal. Iranian negotiators also expressed concern
about repeated leaks from Kushner to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. (A U.S.
official told Axios that since the negotiations began, Witkoff and Kushner “talk almost every day
to Netanyahu” and the head of Mossad.)

  

In the weeks leading up to the signing of the memorandum of understanding, the official said,
Iran presented written documentation to mediators of what it characterized as evidence that
“individuals close to President Trump” were abusing the Iran war and diplomatic developments
to manipulate financial markets. “Even before the Islamabad talks kicked off [in April], we had
already sent multiple messages to Trump through the Pakistanis, warning them about [Witkoff’s]
overall destructive role in the previous negotiation,” the Iranian official said.
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